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Greetings Minnetonka Squadron friends. Hopefully time spent on the water this summer was relaxing 

and a safe place to enjoy for you and your family.  I personally look forward to the remaining days on 

the water.  This summer I enjoyed my first trip to the Apostle Islands just after the 4th of July; what an 

amazing place!  Leesa and I took our small 17-foot center console on what became the trip of a 

lifetime.   

We trailered our boat onto the Madeline Island 

ferry and then dropped it off at a transient slip at 

the Madeline Island Yacht Club before checking into our campsite in the Big 

Bay state park (our home for the next couple days).   

 

Each day we woke up and 

drove to the marina for the 

day’s adventure.    

 

 

 

 

A handful of our squadron members make the annual trek up to this 

boating mecca every year. It is now clear to me what makes this place so 

amazing.  Please see the pictures provided from their trip later in this 

issue.  I would love to join this trip in the future and encourage others to 

make the trip as well. 

 

 

Back home on Lake Minnetonka we saw that with the limited options for extracurricular activities outside, boat sales hit record 

levels and manufacturers struggled to keep up.  It was also evident with the increased congestion on the lake. 

The Minnetonka Squadron at Streater Cove also saw a lot of activity driven from both new and existing members.  This was a 

welcome surprise for me given the limitations we all faced related to cancelled events and the protective measures that were put 

in place.  I hope by and large there was universal support for our Covid response as your leadership team worked to balance local 

and state guidelines with the desire to open and use our property.  It is always fun to see old friends and meet new ones on the 

island.   

Culturally I have seen progress on our journey to be more inclusive across our member base.  I can only hope we continue to 

foster the behaviors that bring people together.  Thank you everyone for your individual and group contributions this summer 

whether it be work parties to cut firewood, enhancements to our new website, upgrading equipment on the island, signage and 

procedures related to “Outdoor Recreation Guidelines” and improving our swim beach to name a few.  Our island managers kept 

the property looking great during a challenging year. 

Enjoy your remaining time on the water.  Cheers! 

At The Helm 
Cdr. Andy Lalim, AP 
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As the Grateful Dead song goes; "What a long strange trip it's been" can easily be applied to the 
summer of 2020! While I wish I were writing to you about all our participation in the numerous 
civic activities this summer and the promoting of safe boating at these events, there have been 
none to do so. There are certain activities that just don't translate into virtual events; civic events 
fall into that category. 

So instead of talking about our participation in these events I thought I would share some 
observations about our organization and in particular the activity on the island this summer.  

While it has been a "strange" summer to be sure with everything that has been going on, I have 
witnessed more new member activity than I have seen in my 12 years as a member. Not only activity but a genuine desire to chip 
in and help, welcome each other and a respect for the island and our safety protocols. I have been impressed to say the least! 

While there has not been the amount of social or civic events for us as members to participate in, the big positive I will take from 
the summer of 2020 is that in the middle of a pandemic, we became a stronger organization with the addition of new and 
engaged members coupled with those of us who have been around a little longer. Together we have taken care of the island and 
each other. Now we just need to keep it going when the docks are put away and our boats are stored for the winter as the 
Minnetonka Power Squadron is a 12 month organization! 

I am looking forward to when some normalcy returns and we can get back to some of the events and activities that we all love so 
much but in the interim, continue to support each other, the organization and our mission. 

Hope to see all of you a few more times on the island before the snow flies! 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Brad Penrith, AP 

 

I keep thinking its still spring and we are about to start our boating season.  I want to be writing about all 

the great events we have planned this year.  Sorry but I can keep wishing right!  I can say that every time I 

have been out boating this season, I have tried to stop by Streater Cove to say hello.  When I do, I’m 

welcomed by so many people with smiles on their faces.  Even more impressive are the new faces this 

year.  Thank you to the new members joining our squadron and making a commitment to safe boating.  

Dean Weisser, our membership chair, has even been able to host several new member one-on-one 

welcomes in person.  Thanks Dean. 

We were able to host a movie night allowing people to properly social distance.  What a great event!  I know I saw several people 

with popcorn so the evening was complete.  Special thanks to Brian and Maud Duggan for supplying and setting up the movie 

projection system. 

So that brings me back to membership.  We have so many squadron committee members (8 of us!!!) working on membership, but 

we are having limited success getting our members to renew their National dues for the 2020 season.  Please remember that your 

National dues are required to be paid before using the island.  These are two different fees.  One is paid to National via the 

America’s Boating Club website and the other is to our Minnetonka Squadron for Island rights.  Your payment to be a member of 

our club is the National dues.  Island rights are an option for you just like paying for WiFi access and electrical.  If you're choosing 

to not boat this season, I’m asking you to please keep your National dues paid and up to date.  We currently have 43 members 

who have not renewed this year. 

Finally, I ask one more time for those of you that are 2 people at one address (ok…  married, etc.) to join as a family.  BOTH of you 
should be members of America’s Boating Club, Minnetonka Squadron (or USPS if you prefer).  The additional cost is $81.65 and 
this goes a long way to help pay for the resources our squadron has.  Since both of you are benefiting, I personally ask you to pay 
as a family membership for a total of $242.95 rather than $161.30 which is the single membership fee.  If you need help adding an 
additional family member please reach out to Membership@MinnetonkaPS.org  THANK YOU! 

Administration Officer 
D/Lt Dan Saniti, P 

mailto:Membership@MinnetonkaPS.org
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Hello fellow MPS members,   

The weather has been great and I hope you are all having a good summer. 

It is official, Minnetonka Squadron has three members who have successfully passed 

Junior Navigation; Greg Korstad, Pat Laughlin and Dave Fine.  They finished up the class, 

their material and all passed the exam!  When you see them tell them congrats!  

 

What’s Ahead for Education: 

We are continuing to encourage all members to take on-line classes.  In conjunction with our National organization we have the 

following classes enabled for on-line participation. 

                                   America’s Boating Class (ABC)                               Boat Handling (formerly Seamanship) 
 
Note: 
Many of our new members will need to take an advanced course so they can continue to have island use privileges.  Please 
reference the Island Use Requirements for details.  The next course in the progression from America’s Boating Couse (ABC) is Boat 
Handling (formerly Seamanship).  This course is now available on-line through our National organization (USPS).  I encourage you 
to go to our website and look under the “Education” menu for this class (link provided above).   
 

Other education opportunities including seminars and webinar workshops are available online.  There is a nice selection of 
valuable boating topics to choose from that will certainly help you be a better, safer boater.  Again please go to the Educational 
section of our website for links to these opportunities as well.  

We are exploring the agenda for classes that we might offer this fall, winter and spring.  We are hoping to be able to again offer 

Piloting and Advanced Piloting.  We will also work to have a Boat Handling class in the spring. 

Thanks and I hope to see you out at the island soon 

 

Connections: 

Tonka Channels Education Information Link:  Education 

Email address for Russ Straate; rstraate@gmail.com 

Education Officer 
1st/Lt Russ Straate, AP 

 

How important is boating education?   

 

We might want to ask this person who evidently had some 
trouble docking their pontoon properly.  Perhaps the Boat 
Handling class would have improved their skills! 

https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
https://www.minnetonkaps.org/current-boating-safety-classes/
mailto:rstraate@gmail.com


 

Did you know that the Minnetonka Power 
Squadron is on facebook?  

In order to spread the word and to stay 
connected please follow the link and 

“Like Us”. 

Join Us On facebook!  

www.facebook.com/MinnetonkaPowerSquadron 
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You already know that America’s Boating Club offers you education and fun. In the last 

TonkaNauts I wrote about discounts and conferences you’re eligible for. But did you know 

about these other offerings from USPS/ABC? 

 

Radio Checks 

Instead of getting on Channel 16 and asking “Radio check, can anyone hear me?” (which is illegal to do) you can do official radio 

checks on Lake Minnetonka and many other places. On Lake Minnetonka, go to channel 28 and request a radio check. You’ll get 

an automated response that will repeat your message and then give you a safety tip. This service is available due to free 

equipment SeaTow made available to Squadrons across the country. Minnetonka has had this service for several years – have you 

ever tried it? Did you even know about it? Thanks to Arlan and Jimmy for making sure it gets turned on every year. 

 

America’s Boating Channel 

Have you checked out ABC’s digital media? Short videos on life jacket, electric shock drowning, review of ATONs, social distancing 
while boating, MMSI, personal water craft operations and more. https://americasboatingchannel.com  Content is always being 
added, so keep their site bookmarked and check it out often. 

 
 
Ability to visit other Squadrons when you’re on vacation 
 
Boating near one of the nearly 300 Squadrons in the US/Puerto Rico/Virgin Islands? Contact their Port Captain (see link below) to 
ask about local waters, anchorages, marinas, etc. Get local knowledge and meet members from other Squadrons.   
 
Find a Port Captain: https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/14500-squadron-activities/14500-port-captains/port-captain-list 
 
 
 
Enjoy all the good things America's Boating CLub has to offer! 

Secretary 
Lt/C Holly Raby, AP 

http://www.facebook.com/MinnetonkaPowerSquadron
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/14500-squadron-activities/14500-port-captains/port-captain-list
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Nuthin’ but Sand!          

Eric Schmidt, S 

On Wednesday, August 5th, a proposal and 

motion was made to the America’s Boating 

Club Minnetonka Squadron Executive 

Committee to improve the beach at 

Streater Cove.  The proposal included the 

purchase and safe installation of an 

Aquathruster in the beach area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several safety precautions were taken and consultations with experts with regards to Electric Shock Drowning (ESD) were made in 

conjunction with this proposal and subsequent installation.  The Aquathruster installation does not require a permit when 

installed correctly.  It was installed on 8/22 per the manufacturer’s and MN DNR’s recommendations.   

The beach now is nearly weed and muck free.  Please remember that the Aquathruster is only scheduled to run 1 AM to 5 AM and 

is controlled by a battery backup timer.  Nobody is allowed in the swim are during that time.  The Aquathruster is not permitted to 

be run at any other times unless the swim beach is closed with caution tape. The Aquthruster can also be physically disconnected 

from the electrical supply on Dock 9 by simply removing the cord.   

The Aquathruster may be relocated this fall after the removal of the swim area in order to improve conditions around front and 

back docks. 

Issue #3 - 2020 

Meet a New Member! 

Lake Minnetonka is an absolute gem. Every time 
we walk down our dock and get on our boat we 
are reminded of how lucky we are to enjoy this 
wonderful lake.   

Bob and Nuria Connolly and Pepa! 
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HopeKids!                                       

Eric Schmidt, S 

Issue #3 - 2020 

Wow!  2020 is certainly a “unique” year.  For the past 8 years, the America’s Boating Club Minnetonka Squadron has hosted up to 

140 people from HopeKids that included kids with life threatening illnesses, their siblings and their parents/guardians.  It typically 

includes a pickup in Wayzata in the morning with 25 boats, a ride to the Streater Cove, time at Streater Cove including lunch 

cooked by members with food donated from the Wayzata American Legion, a Scavenger Hunt, face painting, gift bags, a family 

picture with a picture frame, a visit from the Water Patrol, an opportunity to shoot water from the Excelsior Fireboat, a dip in the 

lake in the swim area and just some time away to relax and enjoy the day.  This event typically requires about 100 squadron mem-

bers volunteering an entire day of their time!!! 

Well, a few people refused to let COVID get in the way of those able and willing to SAFELY come out for a day on the lake this 

year.  A motion was made to the Executive Committee to hold a scaled down event (affectionately called a “non-event”) this 

year.  It was limited to no more than 10 captain boats with no more than 1 family per boat.  The captain, first mates and volun-

teers were required to wear masks.  The Wayzata American Legion assembled pre-packaged bag lunches for those partici-

pating.  Lord Fletcher’s allowed us to use their docks so that family members could board and disembark the boat close to their 

vehicle and not have to deal with the road construction in Wayzata.  We even had bathroom attendants that wiped down the 

bathrooms between every family!  All reasonable safety precautions were taken.   

And, as always happens with this event, plenty of volunteers were willing and able to help.  However, we kept volunteers to a 

minimum to provide ample distancing for families.  Despite the interesting environment we’re in right now, every HopeKids family 

that signed up and wanted to attend was able to SAFELY attend this year’s event.  Once again, kids ate lunch, went for a ride in the 

swings, swam in the lake and left that afternoon with huge grins on their face.  Thank you to all of you who volunteered or offered 

to volunteer for this year’s event.  Here’s a few pictures of just one family’s experience that day.  Check out those smiles!!! 



HopeKids! 

Lastly, the HopeKids staff has done an amazing job during this pandemic.  This event was their first face-to-face event since early 

March!  I can’t thank Josh, Brian, Brianna and Ariel enough for their efforts and the trust they placed in our hands to hold their 

first face-to-face event in over 5 months!  During this time the HopeKids staff did not lie down and do nothing.  Instead, they 

adapted and learned how to organize and put on an amazing number of virtual events. 

As a token of our appreciation for everything that they do the Executive Committee allowed Steve/Jane, Mitch/Amanda, and Den-

ise/Myself to bring the HopeKids team and their significant other out to the island for dinner.  Shawn Wischmeier was kind 

enough to fry up cheese curds, fries and onion rings with dinner.  He even brought some extras and shared with those on the is-

land.   

I know that many of you wanted to volunteer this year but the current environment didn’t allow that.  We understand and respect 

that!  You can still support HopeKids this year.  If you’d like, you can make a donation via this link: https://

www.minnetonkaps.org/2020-hope-kids-donation/.  All proceeds less credit card fees will be given to HopeKids.  Last year over 

$12,500 was raised for HopeKids.  This year the fundraising led by Steve Camp is well over $8,000!  Think we can beat last year’s 

donation?  Well, I know we can.   

Thank you again to all volunteers, donors, the Executive Committee, the Wayzata American Legion, Lord Fletcher’s and fellow safe 

boaters! 

For those who have not experienced the Apostle Islands, I highly recommend you put this 
on your bucket list of boating excursions. The Apostle Islands is a group of 22 islands 
located in Lake Superior off the Bayfield Peninsula in northern Wisconsin.  

A large group of us (6-8 families) have made it an annual trip together for the last 6 years and look forward to going back each 
year for a new experience. Many islands have beautiful sand beaches, wildlife, caves to kayak and cliff jumping. During the day 
you can travel by boat to visit island beaches and lighthouses located on some of the islands; just to name a few there is Sand 
Island and Raspberry Island that have 19th-century lighthouses or Michigan Island just a mile or so off the point of Madeline 
Island. There are so many things to do that there are too many to list. It is an experience you will always cherish! 

Apostle Islands!  
Jason Zattler, P 
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Classified Adds 

• Twin 5.7L Mercruiser  

• Alpha Drives - S/S Props 

• FlowScan Fuel Monitor 

• 1800 watt Xantrex Pro Inverter 

• Garman 9” Chart Plotter 

• Raymarine RL70 Radar 

• Standard Horizon Marine Radio 

• AC / Heat 

• Full Camper Top 

• Cockpit Cover 

• Front Sun Pad 

• Underwater Lights 

• Full Galley 

• Built In Microwave 

• Built In Coffee Maker 

• 2 Burner Electric Range 

• 5 Gallon Water Heater 

• Cockpit Refrigerator 

• Kenwood Stereo 

• 20” Samsung TV 

• Sleeps 4 to 6 

• Phoenix Bunk  Trailer 

• Contact Russ @ 

rstraate@gmail.com 

1997 Regal Commodore 292 — $36,400 

This is a fresh water boat and for the last two years moored on the trailer and stored inside during the winter.  Recent maintenance, care and 

upgrades have this boat ready to be enjoyed by a new owner.  The custom Phoenix trailer loads and unloads like a dream and trailers easily 

down the road.  Enjoy trailering flexibility to take this boat to any body of water, use for storage and if necessary, trailer for service and 

maintenance.  Trailering provides added economy by fueling up at a convenience store. Keep it plugged in, stocked and ready to go. Very clean, 

lighted engine bay with easy access and lots of room. We really like this boat, but are looking to move up to a larger one.    

This is a high quality, well optioned boat that has been well cared for.   

mailto:rstraate@gmail.com
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Classified Adds 

• 320 hp Volvo Dual Prop  

• Shore Power 

• Dual Batteries 

• Spotlight 

• Trim Tabs 

• Windlass 

• Battery Charger 

• Fish-Finder 

• AM/FM CD Stereo 

• Microwave 

• Marine Head 

• AC/DC Refrigerator 

• TV Antenna 

• New Travel Cover 

• Storage Cover 

• Tandem Axel Trailer 

Contact Jim Svihel - 612.247.5389 
jcsvihel@aol.com  

2002 Four Winns 268 — $25,000 

mailto:jcsvihel@aol.com
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Classified Adds 

• Updated interior 

• Windlass 

• Camper Top 

• 2 KW Inverter with 1200 aH 
dedicated batteries 

• 6.5KW gen set 

• 2 Air conditioners 

• Central Vac 

• Stove, Microwave, Ice Maker 

• Awesome Stereo 

• 2 TV’s 

• New water tank 

• New VHF radio 

• New cockpit carpet 

• LED interior lighting 

• Winter cover 

• Extra set of Nibral propellers 

• Fenders 

• 4 - 30 amp power cords              
(2 - 50', 2 - 25') 

• Stored indoors in winter and 
under canopy in summer.  

• Available for viewing by 
appointment. Contact Jack @ 
Jch5728@outlook.com 

• Offers Welcome 

1989 Sea Ray 390 — $40,000 

Excellent Condition! 

Jch5728@outlook.com
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Classified Adds 

• 598 Hours 

• Contact Steve Camp 

• 952.797.4029 

1996 Sea Ray 330 Sun Dancer 



 

Cmdr:  Cdr Andrew Lalim, AP 

commander@minnetonkaps.org 

 

 

Executive:  Lt/C Brad Penrith, AP 

executive@minnetonkaps.org 

 

 

Admin:  D/Lt Dan Saniti, P 

administrative@minnetonkaps.org 

 

 

Educational:  1st/Lt Russ Straate, AP 

education@minnetonkaps.org 

 

 

Secretary:  1st/Lt Holly Raby, AP 

secretary@minnetonkaps.org 

 

 

Treas:  1st/Lt Charles Essig, S 

treasurer@minnetonkaps.org 
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