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The Minnetonka Power 
Squadron Executive 
Committee, along with its 
many subcommittees, is just 
wrapping up the 2009 
boating season.  We have 
had many fraternal and civic 
functions and I hope you 
were able to partake in at 
least a few of them.  Past 
Commander Crowley even 
taught the Operations 
Training course with the 
'classroom' located at 
Streater Cove. 
 
We are now moving into our 
'education season.'   
Information about class 
schedules can be found on 
our web site.  Please 
consider attending one of 

the classes being taught this 
year and support the 
education 'leg' of our 
triangle. 

 

For those of you who have 
not taken the Seamanship 
class you will want to get 
that in before Spring so that 
you are able to qualify for an 
Island Sticker.  There are two 
Seamanship classes 
scheduled before Spring.  Be 
sure to sign up! 
 
I would also encourage you 
to attend our General 
Membership meetings that 

occur during the off season.  
The next one is 7:00pm 
November 19th and will be 
held at the Yacht Club in 
Spring Park.  This is a great 
way to keep up to date with 
our activities and to ensure 
that you have a say in 
running our Squadron. 
 
Continued on page 2 

Commander's Message  Cdr. Jud Champlin, AP 

“When the water turns 
hard, its time to hit 
the classroom!” 
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The District 10 Fall Conference is 
being hosted by the Minnetonka Power 
Squadron this year.  Squadron 
members from all over Minnesota and 
Wisconsin will be descending on 
Minneapolis.  This will be a fun kid 
friendly event with many seminars and 
social functions.  Lets show a good 
turn out and welcome all of our sister 
Squadrons when they visit. 

A sign up form is included in this issue. 
 
Finally, another reminder to apply for a 
Merit Mark!   This is also a 
requirement for an Island Sticker next 
summer.  The Merit Mark form can be 
filled out on line and is located here: 
http://www.minnetonkaps.org/
weblog/?page_id=751 

Commander's Message  (Continued from page 1)    Cdr. Jud Champlin, AP 

provided and there are plenty of 
additional tasks to be accomplished. 

Two house keeping items: 

We are still having problems with 
garbage left in the pavilion.  Please 
remember to pick up after yourself. 

The cigarette butt issue has not 
improved.  Please, lets keep them off 
the grounds.  If you use an ash tray 
properly dispose of the butts after you 
are finished. 

A great big “Thank You” to all the 
members that have been pitching in!  

Since the last TonkaNauts issue the 
burying of the power lines has been 
completed.  There is more about this 
later in this issue. 

Remember “Docks Out” is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 10th.  The first 
shuttle will be leaving  from the 
Excelsior commons dock at 0900 and 
another at 0915.  Lunch will be 
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Island Manger Report        Jim Revane, S 

Enjoy the island and if you have any 
questions please feel free to contact 
me at 612-710-6378. 

Thank you for your continued support 
of the Minnetonka Power Squadron. 

Hand Full        Lt. Bob Brown, P 
In every organization there is a hand 
full of people who make it run.  These 
people clean bathrooms, pavilions , 
cut grass, teach classes , work the 
boat show , when called give up a 
afternoon on the sandy side to fix 
electric problems , work parades, or 
work boat ramps , inspect our boats, 

and make life great for our  members.  
Unfortunately it is a few that do the 
work.  There are others that complain 
and do little or nothing and become a 
HANDFUL. 

This next year I ask all of us to  take a 
good look and ask are we a hand full 
or a HANDFUL.  We need all of you to 
be part of the Minnetonka Power 
Squadron team. 

Please contact me if you have any 
questions and thanks for a great 
summer ! 

Pork Chop Fest “Thank You”            PC. Tracy Gustafson, AP 
The Pork Chop Fest evening was a great 
success with lots of helping hands 
spreading the love. The night went 
perfectly!  

Amy Lund seasoned and rubbed the chops 
and her team mates Jay Lund and the 
expert grill crew cooked them to absolute 
perfection! 

Thanks to Karen Buellesbach, Greg 
Buellesbach, Karen Christenson, Barb 
Ward and others for helping with setting 
up, cleaning the pavilion, both before and 
after, and check in! 

A special thanks to the person who got up 
Sunday morning earlier than I did and 
swept up the evidence of a fun night in the 
pavilion! 

 

 

 

Randy Gustafson finally returned to the 
squadron docks at  2:00 A.M. after getting 
the final load of equipment and band 
members safely back to land! 

Thanks to all who participated! 

Kurt (Sir Chop) and the Pork Chop Band 
kept the dance floor full until the music 
stopped! 

http://www.minnetonkaps.org/
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USPS District 10 - 2009 Fall Conference! 

 

USPS District 10 – 2009 Fall Conference 

IT’S  ALMOST  TIME! 
To mark your calendar and plan for the 

Minnetonka Power Squadron District 10 Fall Conference 
The Conference is set for November 6, 7 and 8, 2009 at the 

Minneapolis/St. Paul & Mall of America Hilton, Bloomington, MN 
 

Why should I attend the Conference? 
Education, Communication with other squadrons in District 10, and Entertainment. 

The evening of Friday, Nov. 6 is dedicated to entertainment. 
The “That’s Entertainment” party features the Minnetonka Power Squadron’s 

famous music group “Knot Work’n Band”. 
Come dressed fit to kill!  Be a Hollywood star, a dancer, a singer, a boat captain, etc. 

On Saturday there are Workshops for all departments that make up a squadron – 
Executives, Secretaries, Treasurers, Education Officers, etc. 

There also is a Workshop for 1st timers who are new to USPS squadrons. 
Saturday, Nov. 7 and Sunday, Nov. 8 feature educational programs/seminars. 

 
What else? 

Beautiful, elegant sleeping rooms with excellent group rates! 
Superb culinary for those of us who love to eat! 

Indoor swimming pool to help us remember the great times of being in the water. 
Shopping at the Mall of America (complimentary shuttle services to and from the hotel). 

Explore downtown Minneapolis via the new light rail that is located close to the hotel. 
 

The Minnetonka Power Squadron Conference Committee 
has put together a very creative outstanding weekend. 

Except for two District Committee meetings Friday, all events are open to all attendees 
Sign up, make reservations and come see for yourself. 

 
Look for the Registration Form on the following page 

Have questions?  Need more information? 
Contact Lu Anne Opstedal, Conference Co-Chairperson at: 

Opstedal2@hotmail.com 

mailto:Opstedal2@hotmail.com
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Underground Electric at the Island    Steve Leighton, AP 

Many of you have probably been 
wondering what’s been going on with 
the power at the Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was decided earlier this year that we 
should have the power lines buried 
underground and with much help and 
support from Gabe Jabbour we were 
able to get the cost reduced 
dramatically from the initial proposal.  
Gabe also helped by providing much of 
the equipment and transportation 
required which saved us thousands of 
dollars.  (A special THANKS to Gabe for 
all his help and support). 

Excel Energy started this project just 
before the 4th of July weekend and it’s 
quite fascinating exactly how they do 
this. 

Directional boring is used  to run the 
lines underground using a steel pipe 
boring machine.  While the machine 
operator steers the steel pipe another 
operator walks above the ground with 
a locating meter keeping track of the 

location of the boring head.  He then 
radios to the operator telling him which 
direction to steer the boring machine. 

The initial run was started just west of 
our beach area.  It was 4 feet 
underground and ran 800 feet to a 
predetermined mark on top of the hill 
east of our property.  They  only missed 
this mark by less than 2 feet.  It was 
really amazing!  

After the pipe was ran up the hill a 
locator wire and 2 PVC pipes, one for 
the electrical line and one for the 
telephone line, were pulled back 
through the hole.  When they have the 
PVC in place, they use a vacuum to 
pull a string through the line.  The 
string is attached to a rope and the 
rope is attached to the actual power 
line.  The lines are then pulled all the 
way to the transformer.  From that 
point they turn the equipment around 
and run it in the other direction to the 
transformer located in the field next to 
the channel using this same 
procedure. 

Having the line buried 4 feet is enough 
clearance to run the lines under our 
pavilion, existing dock electrical lines 
and all of the water lines.  You can’t 
tell were the lines are. 

That was the first stage.  After nearly 
two months another line crew showed 
up to actually hook-up the power to the 
transformers, remove the overhead 
lines and then drop the existing poles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This second stage was completed in 
September.  The telephone company 
still has some work to do getting their 
lines hooked-up, but the power lines 
are complete. 

 

Having the power lines underground 
will help us tremendously in keeping 
the power flowing at the Island 
especially during storms.  We have lost 
power many times due to tree 
branches that have taken the lines 
down.  Another addition to the lines 
being buried was a new circuit breaker 
located at the pole by the back docks.  
This pole and line feeds the properties 
to the north.  Now if a tree takes that 
line down it will trip the breaker and 
not bring our power down.  This will be 
a HUGE improvement over what we 
have had in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, as many of you, know our field is 
a designated emergency landing area 
and without the power lines running 
across our field it will be much easier 
for helicopters to land. 

Just one more fine improvement to our 
great facility!   

Equipment being shuttled out 
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Underground Electric  Continued                          Steve Leighton, AP 

Directional boring machine  Directional boring machine in operation 

Feeding the PVC through the bore hole Line used to pull the cable 



Minnetonka Power Squadron Aquatennial Event       Don Duncan, AP & Lt. Helen Duncan, P 
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Minnesota  Midwest Queens 

On July 23, 2009 members of the 
Minnetonka Power Squadron provided 
lunch and boat rides for individuals 
associated with the Minneapolis 
Aquatennial.  Eleven Mid-West 
Queens, 46 candidates for the title 
“Minneapolis Aquatennial Queen of 
the Lakes” and 7 chaperones were 
picked up in Wayzata on boats piloted 
by Don Duncan, Steve Leighton, Jeff 
Schott, Arlan Opstedal, Rob Gaddes 
and David Fine.  They were 
transported to Streater Cove, given 
lunch by Helen Duncan, Connie 
Korstad, Paula Harter and Tracy 
Gustafson.  Lunch was followed by a 
cruise around the lake before the 
return trip to Wayzata. 
 
Dan Goldman, Mike Dorn, Jim Crowley 

and Bob Brown provided boat rides for 
41 Visiting Dignitaries and  
Aquatennial  Ambassadors.  Greg 
Korstad did a superb job as 
dockmaster directing  the loading and 
unloading of the boats at the docks 
near Sunsets Restaurant in Wayzata.  
All involved were then invited to the 
Commodore’s Party in the evening at 
the beautiful home of Jim and Landi 
Patterson near Lake Harriet. 
 
After the event Bill Rissmann, 2009 
President of the Aquatennial 
Ambassador Organization, wrote to the 
Squadron:  “On behalf of the 
Aquatennial Ambassador Organization 
(AAO) we would like to thank you for 
the generous in-kind donation of the 
boat cruise for our candidates, 

Midwest Queens and Visiting 
Dignitaries from Minnetonka Power 
Squadron to the 2009 festival……We 
look forward to seeing you during The 
Best Days of Summer, July 16-24, 
2010! 
 
Ashley Natlie, Ms. Robbinsdale, wrote: 
“Power Squadron – Thank you so 
much for donating your boats & your 
time!  We had a blast with you all!  It 
was one of my most favorite events!  
Thanks again.”     
 
This is a great service the Minnetonka 
Power Squadron provides annually for 
our greater community.  Thanks to all 
who participated.  It truly was a blast! 



 The USPS Roger Upton Video Award!         Bud Broekma, P 
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National USPS Youth Poster Contest Editor 

The USPS ® Roger Upton Award recognizes excellence using videotape to include both a videotaped program presented to an 
audience or broadcast via cable or network television and public service announcements (PSA) broadcast or network. 

Mark and Tyler Hanus put together two great videos and not only did the video's win, they took first and second place! The 
awards were presented to Mark and Tyler at the National Meeting held in Kansas City, September 9-12.   

Speaking of awards, Kade Retterath, 
age 8, won 1st place in the district 
competition and 2nd place in the 
national competition in his age group 
for designing and painting a boating 
safety poster. 
 
The Boarman National USPS Youth 
Poster Contest was open to all children 
in three age groups, 6 to 8, 9 to 11 
and 12 to 14 with this years theme 
“Boating Is Fun” 
 
Kade will receive his honors at this 
years D-10 conference held in 
Minneapolis, November 6th, 7th & 8th. 
 
Kade lives in Mound and attends 
Shirley Hills Primary School. 



Does Green Equal Clean?                   Reprinted from BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety & Clean Water #47  
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These days many boaters are looking 
to green their boat cleaning routine by 
searching for environmentally friendly 
cleaning products—and manufacturers 
are responding.  A quick scan of 
cleaners on a boating store shelf 
reveals a wide range of products with 
various green terms including: 
Biodegradable, Non Toxic, Phosphate-
Free, Recycled, EPA Design for 
Environment, Eco-Friendly Formula, 
Environmentally Safe, Environmentally 
Friendly, and perhaps our favorite, 
Environmentally Smart. 
 
What do these terms mean?  Can you 
believe the claims?  And most 
importantly, if a product is truly 
“green” will it still clean your boat?  
The BoatU.S. Foundation set out to 
answer these questions. 
  
We put 20 boat soaps to the test.  
With so many products on the market, 
we stuck to general boat soaps and all-
purpose cleaners to keep things 
simple.  Many of the soaps tested 
make green claims on their labels.  We 
also, as a control, included a few tried-
and-true cleaning staples that do not 
make any environmental claims.  We 
sent one set of cleaners off to a 
university laboratory for toxicological 
analysis and we kept a second set for 
our hands-on cleaning effectiveness 
tests. 
          

Labels - Close Up 
 
A quick scan of the labels on our 
tested cleaners reveals a wide range 
of green terms.  Can you believe the 

claims?  In a nutshell, no. 
Unfortunately for consumers, there is 
no regulation for the use of claims 
such as "non toxic" and 
"biodegradable" that are found on 
many labels.  Our tests confirm this as 
we discovered a few "green" labeled 
products appeared to be among the 
most harmful products tested, and 
some conventional products were far 
less toxic than suspected, yet made no 
environmental claims on the 
packaging. 
 
 
The least toxic product in our test 3M 
Boat Soap makes no environmental 
claims on its packaging, while the 
most toxic and one of the least 
biodegradable products in our test 
includes terms such as: Ecological, 
Minimum impact on aquatic life, fast 
and complete biodegradability, and 
phosphate free on their label.  
 

 
 

Results - Can Green Clean? 
 
When looking at environmental impact 
it is clear to see that more products 
performed well on toxicity than 
biodegradability.  When determining 
the overall environmental impact the 
two factors are not weighted equally. 
The time it takes a product to degrade 
is more important than its initial 
toxicity.  The longer the products lasts 
in the water, the more time it has to 
impact aquatic organisms.  We asked 
our university partners, "Is it better to 
have a highly toxic product that 
biodegrades rapidly, or a less toxic 
product that does not 
biodegrade?"  They told us that the 
more toxic product that degrades 
rapidly would likely have less overall 

environmental impact.  For this reason 
we weighted biodegradability higher 
than toxicity in our evaluation.  
  
Both Thetford Marine Boat Wash and 
Meguiar’s Gel wash were nearly 100% 
biodegraded in 4 weeks.  
ConcrobiumXT Ecowash Gel was the 
hands down winner in biodegradability 
with nearly 100% degradation in only 2 
weeks.   

 
Weighing all the factors: cleaning 
performance, toxicity, biodegradability 
and cost, our Staff Pick is Thetford 
Boat Wash.  This cleaner comes in a 
concentrated, cost-effective formula, 
cleaned the boats relatively easily, with 
low toxicity and high biodegradability.  
It is also readily available at major 
boating supply stores nationwide. 
 
For the full breakdown of how each 
cleaner performed, see the chart on 
the next page.  Follow link below to 
view the complete article at BoatU.S. 
 
http://www.boatus.com/foundation/
Findings/47/default.asp 

  

http://www.boatus.com/foundation/


Does Green Equal Clean?  Continued       Reprinted from BoatU.S. Foundation for Boating Safety & Clean Water 
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Green Glossary               Editor 
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Below is a list of the most commonly used “Green” terms: 
 
Biodegradability - relates to the amount of time it takes a substance to break down into harmless components.   
 
Toxicity  - relates to the negative effects of the substance on all types of organisms.  
 
Phosphate-Free – Means that a compound is free of phosphates.  Phosphates have long been used in many cleaning products 
and fertilizers. They can also be found in sewage, urban and agricultural runoff. Phosphates promote plant and algae growth 
that can be harmful as it depletes oxygen in the water needed by other organisms.   
 
Post Consumer Recycled - Post-consumer material is an end product that has completed its life cycle as a consumer item and 
would otherwise have been disposed of as a solid waste. Post-consumer materials include recyclables collected in commercial 
and residential recycling programs, such as office paper, cardboard, aluminum cans, plastics and metals.  
 
Recyclable – the product is suitable for recycling though common methods.  This product does not necessarily contain any 
recycled content.   
 
Recycled – composed of materials that have been recovered. Recovered materials are wastes that have been diverted from 
conventional disposal such as landfills for another use. Recovered materials include both pre-consumer and post-consumer 
wastes. Pre-consumer materials are generated by manufacturers and processors, and may consist of scrap, trimmings and 
other by-products that were never used in the consumer market. 

Ship Store               Editor 

Check Us Out On The Web! 

http://www.minnetonkaps.org 

OCTOBER 

6 — Piloting Class 
(Please  contact our SEO at 
education@minnetonkaps.org  if you 
plan on attending.) 

10 — Docks Out 

 

 

 

12 — Seamanship Class 
(Please  contact our SEO at 
education@minnetonkaps.org  if you 
plan on attending.) 

NOVEMBER 

6-8 – D10 Fall Conference – Mpls 
Hilton, Mall of America 

19 - General Membership 
Meeting, Yacht Club, Spring Park, 
1900 

JANUARY 

20-24 — Boat Show 

Calendar Of Events 

Did you know that we now have an official Minnetonka Power Squadron Ship Store? 

Choose from a wide selection of apparel including logos and custom embroidering.   

It’s a great way to show off your boating spirit and support the squadron!  

Check it out on the web at:  

http://spsminnetonka.promoshop.com 

http://www.minnetonkaps.org
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For all your Remodeling and Handyman Projects 
Ross and Tina Langhans 

www.structuresunlimitedonline.com 

 

Existing REAL ESTATE  Sales                  
New Construction Sales 
Buyer and Seller Representation 
 
4716 Baycliffe Drive 
Excelsior, MN  55331 
 
Phone:   952-474-8133 
Fax:        952-474-9102 
Email:  dvcaslavka@aol.com 

NET Work  
properties,LLC 

Broker 
Dennis V. Caslavka 

http://www.structuresunlimitedonline.com
mailto:dvcaslavka@aol.com
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